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57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a method and a device for determin-
ing specific emissions as an exhaust gas characteristic of an
internal combustion engine. Said method is characterized in
that the exhaust gas mass flow (3) is determined as the first
operating parameter and the engine power output (2) as the
second operating parameter, the nitrous oxide mass flow (3)
and the engine power output (2) are derived from a respective
measured value that deviates from the operating parameter
and the exhaust gas characteristic is calculated as a quotient
from the corrected exhaust gas mass flow (3) and the engine
power output (2).

40 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR MEASURING
THE EMISSIONS OF ENGINES

The invention pertains to a method and a device for deter-
mining specific nitrogen oxide emissions of an internal com-
bustion engine.

In the course of the ongoing climate debate, climate pro-
tection rules and regulations that specify limits on exhaust gas
emissions for individual means of transportation have been
established in many areas of passenger and freight traffic.
These limits are usually related to a certain value such as, e.g.,
km, kWh or the like.

Such limits are also increasingly being imposed on rail
vehicles, as well as on waterborne traffic. For the maritime
transport sector, for example, the Marpol Convention stipu-
lates in Annex V1 that the exhaust emissions of a ship be set in
relation to the engine power, i.e., in the form of, e.g., grams of
pollutant per kilowatt of power and operating hour. Currently,
the emissions of sulfur oxides (SO,) and nitrogen oxides
(NO,) are regulated.

Other sectors such as, e.g., stationary engines for various
applications are subject to similar regulations or comparable
directives and limits are currently being prepared.

Compliance with limits is usually verified while the
engines are mounted on corresponding test stands during type
approvals, design tests, etc. On these test stands, the complete
measuring technology is available in the form of stationary
measuring devices because the test stand is, after all, specifi-
cally designed for verifying the corresponding limits, param-
eters, factors, etc. Since there is an increasing number of
instances in which it is necessary or required to verify com-
pliance with limits in the field, i.e., during the actual operation
ofengines, e.g.,ina locomotive or on a ship, there is a need for
reliable and mobile measuring systems that make it possible
to quickly and easily verify on-site whether the internal com-
bustion engines are in compliance with the respective limits.
However, it is frequently difficult or impossible to also carry
out a direct on-site measurement of all operating parameters
for determining the emission values that are measured on a
test stand. For example, it is frequently impossible to deter-
mine the instantaneous power output or the current fuel con-
sumption without complicated alterations or modifications of
the machine itself.

The invention therefore is based on the objective of devel-
oping a method and a device for easily determining specific
exhaust gas performance figures of an internal combustion
engine in real time and under realistic conditions.

According to the invention, this objective is attained in that
the emission mass flow or a specific exhaust gas component
mass flow is determined as a first operating parameter and the
engine power output is determined as a second operating
parameter, in that the specific exhaust gas component mass
flow and the engine power output are respectively derived or
determined from at least one measured quantity that deviates
from the operating parameter, and in that the specific emis-
sion (exhaust gas performance figures) is calculated as the
quotient of the specific exhaust gas component mass flow and
the engine power output. A measured quantity that deviates
from an operating parameter refers, in particular, to a mea-
sured quantity that physically differs from the operating
parameter. The exhaust gas component preferably consists of
NO.,. However, the method can also be used for other exhaust
gas components such as, for example, SO._.

Since the operating parameters are derived from measured
quantities that can be acquired more easily, it is possible to
utilize a method and a measuring system that do not require
complicated and costly alterations. Consequently, such a
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method can be used on different engines at any location and
allows a reliable real-time control of the exhaust gas perfor-
mance figures and/or exhaust gas limits.

Itis practical to determine the two operating parameters for
different load conditions of the engine. If applicable, a sum-
mation of the operating parameters is also carried out.

It is particularly practical that the operating parameters
belonging to a certain load stage are multiplied with weight-
ing factors that are adapted to the intended use of the engine
prior to the summation, wherein the weighting factors may be
stored, for example, in a table. In this case, it is possible, in
particular, to take the individual load stages into consider-
ation to a different degree in the performance figures. For
example, a marine diesel engine primarily runs slightly below
full load such that the weighting factor may be higher in this
case than at idle speed while an automobile is primarily
operated at partial load or lower and the pollutant emission
therefore can or must be weighted higher in this load range.

The specific exhaust gas performance figures is preferably
defined as the corrected specific exhaust gas component mass
flow per kilowatt of engine power and per operating hour and
simply referred to as the specific emission performance fig-
ures below.

In a first embodiment of the invention, the engine power is
determined from the current torque and the engine speed,
wherein the torque is determined, for example, by means of a
strain gauge on the shaft.

According to a second embodiment of the inventive emis-
sion performance figures determination, the engine power is
calculated from the fuel mass flow and the specific fuel con-
sumption of the engine, wherein the specific fuel consump-
tion is a value that is provided by the manufacturer and indi-
cates, e.g., in the form of a table or diagram, the
corresponding fuel consumption at the respective engine
power. Due to the determination of the instantaneous fuel
consumption, the power can be, e.g., simply read out in the
table or interpolated based on the table values.

It may occasionally be difficult or impossible to arrange a
fuel mass flow sensor on or in the supply lines of the engine,
which is why it may be sensible to calculate the fuel mass flow
from the exhaust gas mass flow and the stoichiometric air
requirement. A simple observation of the reaction equation
makes it possible to recalculate the fuel mass flow from the
exhaust gas quantity.

In this case, the stoichiometric air requirement results from
the chemical composition of the fuel, particularly the mass
fractions of carbon, hydrogen and, if applicable, sulfur.

Since it may also be difficult to measure the exhaust gas
mass flow, the fuel mass flow can be recalculated from the
combustion air mass flow and the excess air factor. In this
case, the excess air factor takes into consideration that not all
of the air (oxygen) is required for the combustion and there-
fore cannot be included in the fuel calculation.

The excess air factor is determined from the composition of
the exhaust gas in this case, particularly the volume concen-
tration of carbon dioxide CO, and, if applicable, CO, as well
as, if applicable, hydrocarbons HC. The measuring expendi-
ture can also be reduced in this case by calculating the carbon
dioxide fraction from the oxygen volume concentration.

The combustion air mass flow can be measured with a
hydrometric vane or a similar measuring device. However, it
can also be calculated if the air intake of the engine cannot be
accessed.

For this purpose, the speed, the volumetric displacement
and the number of cylinders of the engine, the charge air
pressure and the charge air temperature downstream of the
intercooler, i.e., prior to the admission into the engine, the
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ambient temperature, the air pressure and the relative hurmid-
ity are determined and the combustion air mass flow is cal-
culated therefrom.

When using an engine without an intercooler or turbo-
charger, the corresponding measured values are processed
analogously, wherein the intake air replaces the charge air in
this case and the intake air temperature and the normal ambi-
ent pressureare used instead of the charge air temperature and
the charge air pressure.

Several options are available for determining the power
depending on which types of sensors are available and which
locations of the engine are accessible. In the worst-case sce-
nario, it may suffice to carry out a simple oxygen measure-
ment in the exhaust gas by inserting a thin probe through a
small opening in the exhaust gas system, as well as to deter-
mine the charge air pressure and charge air temperature
together with the ambient parameters and the engine speed.
All other data can then be calculated from these measured
values, the fuel parameters and the known engine data.

The determination of the exhaust gas component mass
flow, particularly the nitrogen oxide mass flow, can be real-
ized similarly. A direct determination of the mass flow also
may be occasionally difficult in this case because it is prob-
lematic to carry out the volume flow rate measurement
required for this purpose in larger exhaust gas stacks such as,
e.g., on ships.

Consequently, it is necessary to determine the volume con-
centration, e.g., of nitrogen oxides, by means of a gas sensor
and to calculate the mass flow therefrom. Some commercially
available NO_ sensors determine the concentration in dry
exhaust gas such that the measuring result is processed with a
dry-humid correction factor for further use.

Corresponding measuring methods and sensors generally
also make it possible to directly carry out a measurement of
the 0,,NO_, SO_and/or HC concentration on humid exhaust
gas. A recalculation into a humid mass flow is no longer
required in this case.

This dry-humid correction factor is defined by the volume
concentration of CO and CO,, as well as by the ambient
conditions such as the absolute air pressure, the relative
humidity and the temperature.

The NO, concentration in humid exhaust gas formed inthis
way is recalculated into an NO, mass flow together with the
humid exhaust gas mass flow, wherein the exhaust gas mass
flow was already measured or determined during the power
determination and therefore is already available in the form of
a value or can be determined in accordance with the same
method.

Depending on the application and the specifications, the
resulting value of the NO, mass flow is now processed with a
special NO, weighting factor in order to obtain a value that is
comparable, for example, to test stand values of the engine.
This weighting factor is determined from the air temperature
and the air pressure of the intercooler, as well as the ambient
conditions such as the absolute air pressure, the relative
humidity and the temperature.

Consequently, this method is universally applicable and
can be easily carried out, especially in the field. Particularly
on a vehicle that is in operation such as, for example, a ship,
this makes it possible to realize the measurement of the
exhaust gas parameters in the exhaust gas with a simple probe
in the vicinity of the engine rather than having to carry out
complicated exhaust gas mass flow measurements in the
exhaust gas stack. The probe preferably features a flange or
the like such that it can be mounted on the stack or the exhaust
gas outlet and protrudes into the engine exhaust gases in the
mounted position in order to take an exhaust gas sample.
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The exhaust gas sample is preferably taken with aheated or
unheated hose, wherein certain precautions, for example, as
described in DE 196 31 002 C2, need to be taken when using
anunheated hose in order to prevent a transition of the exhaust
gas component into exhaust gas moisture.

The real-time determination of the exhaust gas parameters
and the exhaust gas performance figures furthermore allows
an optimization of the combustion process in the engine
because it is possible to observe directly and under realistic
operating conditions how changes of the input parameters and
engine adjustments affect the exhaust gas concentration and
ultimately also influence the fuel consumption.

According to one embodiment of the invention, the humid
exhaust gas may be abruptly cooled before it comes in contact
with the sensors. This can be realized, for example, in a
cooling trap or in a gas cooler that is arranged in the flow of
the extracted exhaust gas upstream of the sensors. Inthis case,
it is advantageous that the analyzed exhaust gas components
are not bound in the humid exhaust gas.

In order to easily take the exhaust gas sample for the
described method, a device for carrying out the method may
be provided with a probe for extracting exhaust gas that
features a flange for being mounted on the exhaust gas outlet
of the internal combustion engine. Consequently, this probe
can be quickly and nondestructively mounted in the exhaust
gas flow, for example, in the exhaust gas stack of a ship over
an extended period of time and/or without any effort on the
part of the personnel.

The method is described in greater detail below with ref-
erence to the drawings, namely in the form of the exemplary
determination of the weighted nitrogen oxide parameter
GAS,,, according to directive Marpol 73/78 Annex VIthatis
simply referred to as Marpol below.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 shows a schematic arrangement for determining the
exhaust gas performance figures;

FIG. 2 shows a flow chart for determining the weighted
nitrogen oxide performance figures;

FIG. 3 shows a flow chart of a first method for determining
the engine power output:

FIG. 4 shows a flow chart of a first method for determining
the corrected nitrogen oxide mass flow;

FIG. 5 shows a flow chart of a second method for deter-
mining the engine power output, and

FIG. 6 shows a flow chart of a second method for deter-
mining the corrected nitrogen oxide mass flow.

FIG. 1 shows a device for determining the nitrogen oxide
performance figures that can be used, for example, for carry-
ing out measurements aboard a ship.

The central component of the system is a measuring device
30 that is connected to an exhaust gas probe 31 via ahose and
that is suitable for measuring the exhaust gas volume concen-
trations of the exhaust gas components O,, CO, CO,, NO_,
SO, and HC, as well as other quantities. For this purpose, the
measuring device features a pump that takes in exhaust gas
through the probe tip and pumps the exhaust gas through a
sensor section in the measuring device. The measuring device
has a modular design such that other sensors can be easily
inserted into the measuring section in case additional mea-
sured values such as, for example, SO, are required for other
or future applications.

It furthermore contains corresponding devices for process-
ing the gaseous analyte such as, e.g., filters, a gas drying
module, for example, with a gas cooler, etc. If so required, the
exhaust gas probe 31 and its hose may feature filters as well
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(e.g.,also onthe probe tip) and are designed in such a way that
the gas components to be measured are prevented from bind-
ing on the surfaces, etc.

In another exemplary embodiment, a combination of the
probe 30 and the measuring device 31 used as an analyzer is
realized in the form of one unit, i.e., without an intermediate
hose, and arranged directly on the exhaust gas duct.

The measured exhaust gas values 38 are forwarded to a
central measured value acquisition device 32.

The device furthermore features measuring devices for
ambient parameters 35 and engine parameters 36 that are
transmitted to the central measured value acquisition device
32 via radio or cables. These parameters can also be read in,
e.g., at an engine management interface.

The measurement data in the central measured value acqui-
sition device 32 can be retrieved by at least one computer 33,
on which a suitable program for carrying out the calculation
of the performance figures is loaded. If applicable, table data
37 ofthe engine and fuel manufacturers is also available to the
program for the calculation. A corresponding measurement
log 34 may be directly output as a result of the calculation. It
is also possible to permanently monitor the measurement data
with the computer 33 such that a current value of the exhaust
gas performance figures can be calculated and displayed at
any time. It would also be conceivable to arrange the display
directly at the control station or even on the bridge of a ship
such that the on-board engineer or the captain can monitor the
exhaust gas emissions of the engine at any time. This may
make it possible to detect malfunctions of the engine in a
timely fashion and to prevent more significant damages.

F1G. 2 shows a flow chart of the method for determining the
weighted nitrogen oxide parameter GAS,,,, 1 that describes
the nitrogen oxide mass emission in the exhaust gas per
kilowatt of power and operating hour. Consequently, the
method includes the determination of the power 2 and of the
nitrogen oxide mass flow 3. The power 2 and the nitrogen
oxide mass flow 3 are determined at different load stages of
the engine and the values are weighted with a weighting
factor 4. The nitrogen oxide parameter is calculated in accor-
dance with the formula shown in Step 5:

Zn: GNOX; - Wg;
i=1

GASyox = —
Zl Py W
f=

The weighting factors 4 take into consideration that an
engine is primarily operated in a certain load range depending
on the respective application. On ships, this is also dependent
on the type of drive. For example, the diesel engine of a
diesel-electric drive will always run at full speed such that the
voltage being generated has the correct frequency. Conse-
quently, the pollutant emissions of a diesel-electric drive is
negligible at slow speeds because the engine is usually not
operated in this range. On ships with direct drives, in contrast,
the engine speed is reduced when traveling slowly such that
the pollutant emissions contribute a portion to the total emis-
sions in this case.

In one application, for example, the emissions can be mea-
sured with the described method at 10%, 50% and 100% of
the full load of the internal combustion engine and inserted
into the formula.

In another application that needs to comply with other
regulations such as, for example, the aforementioned diesel-
electric drives, the emissions are only measured, for example,
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at 100% of the full load of the internal combustion engine and
no summation according to the above formula is carried out.

In conventional applications, the emissions are measured
at three to five load points, but these numbers may also differ
depending on the corresponding directives or requirements.

The calculation described in Step 5 can also be used for
other specific performance figures and would even be suitable
for calculating, for example, the customary motor vehicle
performance figure of CO, emission per kilometer. A weight-
ing of different power stages could also be sensible in this
case.

The power 2 and the nitrogen oxide mass flow 3 can be
determined with different methods. A first method for deter-
mining the power is illustrated in FIG. 3.

In this case, a torque measurement 6 is carried out on the
shaft of the engine in order to determine the power 2. For
example, a strain gauge is arranged on the shaft for this
purpose and the measured tension is converted into a torque.
Along with the speed 7 of the engine, the power 2 can be
easily calculated in accordance with the formula P=T-2wn,
particularly if the shaft parameters are used for converting the
measured bridge voltage into the torque.

If the engine drives an electric generator, a determination
of the power 2 can be alternatively realized by determining
the electric power output of the generator, particularly with
consideration of the generator efficiency and/or the transmis-
sion ratio of a transmission arranged in the drive train
between the engine and the generator.

However, if the torque 6 cannot be measured, for example,
because the shaft is inaccessible and no strain gauge can be
attached, the power determination method described in FIG.
4 does not require a torque measurement and only has simple
metrological requirements.

In a first step, the intake air mass flow 13 is calculated from
the engine speed 7, the number of cylinders 8, the volumetric
displacement 9, the charge air pressure 10 and the charge air
temperature 11 downstream of the intercooler, as well as the
ambient conditions 12 such as the absolute air pressure, the
relative humidity and the temperature.

In a second step that needs to be carried out simultaneously
and under identical conditions, the volume concentration of
carbon dioxide 14 and, if applicable, carbon monoxide 15, as
well as, if applicable, hydrocarbons 16, is measured in the dry
exhaust gas. For example, a probe 1s inserted into the exhaust
gas duct of the engine for this purpose such that exhaust gas is
drawn into a measuring device by means of said probe and
passed over different sensors in this device.

Alternatively, the CO, volume concentration CO, can also
be calculated from the oxygen concentration Oy, .c.res (il
%) and the maximum CO, quantity CO, . that can be
produced from the fuel, namely in accordance with the for-
mula

COZ,max : (21% - OZ,gemm&m)

€0, = 21%

An excess air factor 17 that indicates how much of the
intake air was not required for the combustion can be calcu-
lated from the three values.

A combustion air or exhaust gas mass flow 18 is calculated
from the intake air mass flow 13 and the excess air factor 17.

At the same time, the stoichiometric air requirement 19 is
calculated from the specific composition of the fuel 20 in
another step, wherein the composition is a value provided by
the fuel manufacturer. The calculation therefore can also be
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carried out in advance and the result can be buffered. In this
case, the interesting components are the carbon, sulfur and
hydrogen fractions in the fuel.

The fuel mass flow 21 can be determined based on the
combustion air mass flow 18 and the stoichiometric air
requirement 19 by observing the reaction equation and the
molar mass balance.

In a last step, the power 2 of the engine is calculated or
interpolated from the fuel mass flow 21 with the specific fuel
consumption 22 that is provided by the engine manufacturer
in table form.

FIG. 5 shows a first method for determining the nitrogen
oxide mass flow GNOX that is required for calculating the
nitrogen oxide performance figures in addition to the power.
One important part of the method is the determination of the
nitrogen oxide volume concentration 23 in the dry exhaust
gas. This requires a sensor in the exhaust gas flow, wherein
this sensor is advantageously arranged in the same measuring
device that is also provided, among other things, for measur-
ing the carbon dioxide 14. In the simplest case, it suffices to
install a corresponding sensor module into the gas path of the
measuring device for this purpose such that the installation
expenditures are very low.

The NO, concentration needs to be converted into the vol-
ume concentration in the humid exhaust gas 25 for additional
processing with the aid of a dry-humid correction factor 24
that was calculated from the ambient conditions 12 that were
already determined during the power determination and the
carbon dioxide concentrations 14, 15.

The fuel mass flow 26 is measured in a parallel step, for
example, by installing an impeller flow meter into the fuel
supply line orin a non-invasive fashion by means of clamp-on
sensors. The humid exhaust gas mass flow 27 is calculated
from the fuel mass flow 26, as well as the excess air factor 17
and the stoichiometric air requirement 19 that were already
calculated during the power determination.

The humid NO, mass flow 28 in the exhaust gas is calcu-
lated from the humid exhaust gas mass flow 27 and the NO,
concentration 25 in a next step.

However, since the nitrogen oxide performance figures
cannot be affected by ambient influences such as the humid-
ity, an NO, humidity correction factor needs to be calculated
in another step from the ambient conditions 12 that were
already determined during the power determination, as well
as the charge air pressure 10 and the charge air temperature 11
downstream of the intercooler, i.e., prior to the admission into
the engine.

Inalaststep, the NO, mass flow 3 required for determining
the nitrogen oxide performance figures is calculated from the
humid NO, mass flow 28 and the NO, humidity correction
factor 29.

FIG. 6 shows another method for determining the NO,
mass flow 3 that can be distinguished merely from the method
according to FIG. 5 with respect to the determination of the
fuel mass flow.

In this case, the calculated value from the power determi-
nation according to FIG. 4 is used as fuel mass flow 21. This
makes it possible to eliminate a measurement of the fuel mass
flow and the method can be significantly simplified because it
is usually not possible to subsequently or temporarily arrange
amass flow sensor on an engine.

The invention pertains to a method and a device for deter-
mining specific emissions as exhaust gas performance figures
of an internal combustion engine. The method is character-
ized in that the emission mass flow that is also referred to as
exhaust gas mass flow, particularly the exhaust gas compo-
nent mass flow 3, in which the exhaust gas component pref-
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erably consists of NO,, is determined as a first operating
parameter and the engine power output 2 is determined as a
second operating parameter, in that the exhaust gas compo-
nent mass flow 3 and the engine power output 2 are respec-
tively derived from at least one measured quantity that devi-
ates from the operating parameter, and in that the exhaust gas
performance figures are calculated as the quotient of the
corrected exhaust gas component mass flow 3 and the engine
power output 2.

A method and a device are provided for determining spe-
cific emissions as an exhaust gas characteristic of an internal
combustion engine. The method is characterized in that the
exhaust gas mass flow (3) is determined as the first operating
parameter and the engine power output (2) as the second
operating parameter, the nitrous oxide mass flow (3) and the
engine power output (2) are derived from a respective mea-
sured value that deviates from the operating parameter and
the exhaust gas characteristic is calculated as a quotient from
the corrected exhaust gas mass flow (3) and the engine power
output (2).

The invention claimed is:

1. Device for determining specific emissions of an internal
combustion engine, characterized by the fact that the device
includes:

means (30, 31, 35, 36) for acquiring a first operating

parameter and a second operating parameter, wherein
said means including means for determining and/or
inputting fuel parameters and specific fuel consumption
of the internal combustion engine,

a measured value acquisition unit (32), and

computer (33) that is suitable for calculating the specific

emissions from the operating parameters,

wherein the first operating parameter is emission mass flow

(3) of the internal combustion engine, and the second
operating parameter is engine output power (2) of the
internal combustion engine,

wherein exhaust gas measured values (38) are passed onto

the measured value acquisition unit (32), and

wherein the engine output power (2) is determined based

on fuel mass flow and specific fuel consumption of the
internal combustion engine.

2. Device according to claim 1, characterized by the fact
that the device features a sensor for determining the oxygen
volume concentration in the exhaust gas of the engine.

3. Device according to claim 1, characterized by the fact
that the device features a sensor for determining the CO,
volume concentration in the exhaust gas of the engine.

4. Device according to claim 1, characterized by the fact
that the device features a sensor for determining the NO_
volume concentration (23) in the exhaust gas of the engine.

5. Device according to claim 1, characterized by the fact
that the device features a sensor for determining the CO
volume concentration in the exhaust gas of the engine.

6. Device according to claim 1, characterized by the fact
that the device features a sensor for determining the hydro-
carbon concentration (16) in the exhaust gas of the engine.

7. Device according to claim 1, characterized by the fact
that the device features a sensor for determining the SO,
volume concentration in the exhaust gas of the engine.

8. Device according to claim 1, characterized by the fact
that the device features a sensor for determining or means for
inputting the rotational speed (7) of the shaft.

9. Device according to claim 1, characterized by the fact
that the device features sensors for determining or means for
inputting the charge air temperature (11) and the charge air
pressure (10), particularly at the intercooler.
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10. Device according to claim 1, characterized by the fact
that the device features sensors for determining or means for
inputting the ambient temperature (T,), the absolute air pres-
sure (pz) and the relative humidity (R ).
11. Device according to claim 1, characterized by the fact
that a probe is provided for withdrawing exhaust gas and
features a flange for being mounted on the exhaust gas outlet
of the internal combustion engine.
12. Device according to claim 1, characterized by the fact
that the sensors feature a radio link with the measured value
acquisition device (32) in order to transmit the measuring
data.
13. Device according to claim 1, characterized by the fact
that an interface with the engine management and/or process
control system of the internal combustion engine is provided.
14. Device according to claim 1, characterized by the fact
that the sensors are arranged in a measuring device (30) and
thatan exhaust gas probe (31) is provided for withdrawing the
exhaust gas, wherein the measuring device (30) and the
exhaust gas probe (31) are realized, in particular, in the form
of one unit.
15. Device according to claim 1, characterized by the fact
that a heated or unheated hose is provided for taking the
exhaust gas sample.
16. Method for determining specific emissions of an inter-
nal combustion engine, characterized by,
determining emission mass flow (3) of the internal com-
bustion engine as a first operating parameter;

determining engine power output (2), based on fuel mass
flow (21, 26) and specific fuel consumption (22), of the
internal combustion engine as a second operating
parameter, wherein, said first and second operating
parameters are each determined based on at least one
measurement variable which is physically different
from respective said operating parameter; and

calculating a specific emission as the quotient of the emis-
sion mass flow corrected by a moisture correction factor
for NO, (29) and the engine output power (2).

17. Method according to claim 16, characterized by the fact
that the exhaust gas component mass flow (3) of a component
in the exhaust gas of the internal combustion engine is deter-
mined during the determination of the emission mass flow.

18. Method according to claim 17, characterized by the fact
that the exhaust gas component is NO, .

19. Method according to claim 16, characterized by the fact
that the determination of the first and the second operating
parameters is repeated for different load conditions of the
engine and the specific emission (1) is formed as the quotient
of the sums of the operating parameters.

20. Method according to claim 19, characterized by the fact
that the operating parameters of the different load conditions
are respectively multiplied with a weighting factor (4) during
the summation and the weighting factors (4) are adapted to
the intended use of the internal combustion engine.

21. Method according to claim 20, characterized by the fact
that the weighting factors (4) are stored in a table.

22. Method according to claim 16, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the engine power
output (2) includes the following additional steps:

determination of the current torque (6) of the engine,

determination of the current speed (7) of the engine.

23. Method according to claim 16, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the engine power
output (2) includes the following additional step:

determination of the electric power output of a generator

driven by the engine.
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24. Method according to claim 16, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the exhaust gas com-
ponent mass flow (3) in the exhaust gas includes the following
additional procedural step:

determination of the humid exhaust gas component mass

flow in the exhaust gas (28).

25. Method according to claim 24, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the humid exhaust
gas component mass flow (28) in the exhaust gas includes the
following additional procedural steps:

determination of the humid emission mass flow (27),

determination of the exhaust gas component concentration

(25) in the humid exhaust gas.

26. Method according to claim 25, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the humid exhaust
gas mass flow (27) includes the following additional proce-
dural steps:

determination of the fuel mass flow (26),

determination of the excess air factor (17),

determination of the stoichiometric air requirement (19).

27. Method according to claim 26, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the stoichiometric air
requirement (19) includes the following additional proce-
dural step:

determination or input of the fuel composition (20), par-

ticularly the mass fractions of hydrogen, carbon and, if
applicable, sulfur (ALF, BET, GAM).

28. Method according to claim 26, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the excess air factor
(17) includes at least the following additional procedural step:

determination of the CO, volume concentration (14) in the

dry exhaust gas.

29. Method according to claim 26, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the excess air factor
(17) includes at least the following additional procedural step:

determination of the CO volume concentration (15) in the

dry exhaust gas.

30. Method according to claim 26, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the excess air factor
(17)includes at least the following additional procedural step:

determination of the hydrocarbon concentration (16) in the

dry exhaust gas.

31. Method according to claim 24, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the exhaust gas com-
ponent concentration (25) in the humid exhaust gas includes
the following additional procedural steps:

determination of the exhaust gas component concentration

in the dry exhaust gas (23),
determination of the dry-humid correction factor (24).
32. Method according to claim 31, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the dry-humid cor-
rection factor (24) includes the following additional proce-
dural steps:
determination of the CO, concentration in the dry exhaust
gas (14),

determination of the ambient conditions (12), particularly
atleast the air pressure (pj), the temperature (T,) and the
relative humidity (R ).

33. Method according to claim 31, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the CO, volume
concentration (14) includes the following additional proce-
dural step:

determination of the oxygen concentration O, in the

exhaust gas, particularly for calculating the CO, volume
concentration from the maximum CO, quantity CO, ..
that can be produced from the fuel.
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34. Method according to claim 31, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the dry-humid cor-
rection factor (24) includes the following additional proce-
dural step:

determination of the CO concentration in the dry exhaust

gas (15).
35. Method according to claim 16, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the exhaust gas com-
ponent mass flow (3) in the exhaust gas includes the following
additional procedural steps:
determination of a humidity correction factor (29).
36. Method according to claim 35, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the humidity correc-
tion factor (29) includes the following additional procedural
steps:
determination of the charge air pressure prior to the admis-
sion into the engine (10),

determination of the charge air temperature prior to the
admission into the engine (11),

determination of the ambient conditions (12) characterized
by at least the absolute air pressure (p), the temperature
(T,) and the relative humidity (R,,).

37. Method according to claim 16, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the fuel mass flow
(21, 26) includes the following additional procedural steps:

determination of the stoichiometric air requirement (19),
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determination of the dry air mass flow into the internal
combustion engine (18).
38. Method according to claim 37, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the dry air mass flow
(18) into the internal combustion engine includes the follow-
ing additional procedural steps:
determination of the intake air mass flow (13),
determination of the excess air factor (17).
39. Method according to claim 38, characterized by the fact
that the procedural step for determining the intake air mass
flow (13) includes the following additional procedural steps:
determination of the engine speed (7),
determination of the number of cylinders (8) of the engine,
determination of the volumetric displacement (9),
determination of the charge air pressure prior to the admis-
sion into the engine (10),

determination of the charge air temperature prior to the
admission into the engine (11),

determination of the ambient conditions (12), particularly
the absolute air pressure (pg), the temperature (T,) and
the relative humidity (R ).

40. Method according to claim 16, characterized by the fact
that the humid exhaust gas is abruptly cooled before it comes
in contact with the sensors.
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